“Your job as the NetMission Ambassadors is to spread the knowledge of IT and the
access to the Internet. You also need to raise people’s awareness of facilitating access
to the Internet and contributing to the development of the Internet.”
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ICANN meetings are where policies about the
backbone of Internet, i.e. domain name, are
made via a bottom-up multi-stakeholder
approach. NetMission is one of the ALSes of the
APRALO in the ICANN structure representing the
youth Internet users’ voices in Asia.

In October 2012, Jerry Tam (Class 2010-2011)
represented the NetMission Team to attend the
ICANN 45 meeting in Toronto. This meeting is
another significant moment for us NetMission
because this is where we have further sparked
the idea of having a Youth ICANN! This exciting
idea is deriving from our conversation with the
CEO of ICANN, Mr. Fadi Chehadé at one of the
Fellowship Morning Meetings. With Fadi empha-
sizing the importance of community and
stakeholder engagement, we strongly believe
Youth shall be one of those. Referencing the idea
of YIGF, Youth ICANN targets worldwide univer-
sity students to simulate a Mock ICANN Board
meeting by role-playing different stakeholder
groups. By shadowing different committees and
attending various council and constituencies
meetings, the participants will finally sit together
and discuss on a specific current policy which we
hope the output would be contributed to the
actual ICANN board for considerations. We
believe this is a good preparatory step for the
youth at large to get to know ICANN and better
understand the issues. With the early engage-

ment and empowerment, more youth shall be
interested to participate in ICANN in the future
and spread the words about ICANN to their peer.

Gladly that Fadi has been so supportive on the
idea, we are organizing our very first Pilot Youth
ICANN in ICANN Beijing this April. Listening to
young people will help to bring new perspectives
from these fresh minds. This would be a great
milestone for the ICANN Community to witness
the demonstration of youth participation with
willingness and capability on governance
discussion!
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Inspiring youth in Asia Pacific region:
Youth Internet Governance Forum (YIGF) Tokyo 2012
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YIGF since initiated by NetMission in 2010 in
Hong Kong, it has been a concurrent camp with
Asia Pacific regional IGF. YIGF takes the same
multi-stakeholders' approach as UNIGF which
participants are assigned a role as one of the
interest group such as government, private
sectors and NGOs. It aims to encourage the
youth to think from the others’ stance and also
providing a platform for them to express and
interchange their ideas freely.

Last year, it was held in Tokyo in July at the
Aoyama Gakuin University. Around 20 local
university students were recruited with most of
them having a legal background. Copyright and
Internet piracy was the topic, which an interesting
question has been raised during the discussion.
i.e. How do we judge whom the creators are and

whom the consumers are. In addition, that was
the first time we opened the discussion meeting
to all APrIGF participants, which further bridges
the youth voices to a wider audience.

The upcoming YIGF is going to be held in Seoul
at EWHA Womans University from 3-5 Sep 2012
(www.aprigf.asia). NetMission will continue to
moderate the camp and inspire more youth in
Asia Pacific region!
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NetMission sharing experience of Youth
Participation in UNIGF Baku
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The 7th United Nations Internet Governance
Forum (UNIGF) was held in Baku, Azerbaijan
from 6-9 November 2012. It is a multi-stakeholder
forum for policy dialogue and discussions on
Internet Governance issues. NetMission has
been participating in UNIGF since 2009 at Egypt
and we are always dedicated to promote youth
engagement on Internet Governance. This time 2
of our NetMission Ambassadors, Bianca Ho and
Desiree Ho (Class 2009-2010), were leading the
younger team of 5 NetY Ambassadors to join.

In IGF Vilnius 2010, we hosted a workshop
“Developing Civil Society and Youth Participation
in Internet Governance” where various programs
for preparing civil society and youth participation
were explored and introduced such as Youth IGF
Camp, IG Summer School and NetMission, etc.
After 2 years time, we believe it is the time to
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further evaluate the effectiveness and common
characters of these programs to see how we can
better engage more young people sustainably.

Therefore we hosted our 2nd workshop last year
in Baku - WS119 Defining the Successful Factors
of Different Models for Youth Participation in
Internet Governance. We are very happy that a
multi-national youth panel was formed together
with other experienced professional in educating
Internet governance as well as an European
Parliament member. The youth representatives
come from different programs of different format
including NetMission Ambassadors Program,
ICANN or ISOC Fellowship, European Youth
forum or UK Summer camp of Childnet, and
essay-writing competition of NetY Ambassadors
Program. It was a very fruitful discussion and we
found out that a supporting circle among the

youth themselves as well as relationship
established with the trainers and industry people
are some of the key factors to encourage their
constant participation. It was also agreed that
prior training is crucial in facilitating their real
participation and by exposing them to a wider
topics can allow the youth to really choose what
they would like to talk about. Yet we do believe
that more could be done to bridge the youth
participation into real policy-making process.
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Speading the Mission to the youngest: NetY Ambassadors
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NetY Ambassadors Program was initiated by a
group of NetMission Ambassadors in 2012 hoping
to spread their vision of contributing towards
digital inclusion and promoting youth participa-
tion to even younger generations. Partnering with
the Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong, NetY is an
essay-writing competition targeting secondary
school students in Hong Kong. Last year 25
school teams participated and each team had
submitted an essay on the Internet Governance
Issue they concerned most. The competition was
ended successfully in Sep 2012 and the champi-
on team was appointed as the NetY Ambassadors
to attend the UNIGF in Baku. The NetY Ambassa-
dors served as the speakers on several panels
regarding Digital Citizenship, Social Media and
Youth Engagement, etc. which they shared their
ideas from an Asian youth perspective.

This year we are very glad to have received the
funding from government to further enhance the
scale of the project. NetY will be incorporated into
iCity.Asia Campaign which is a series of competi-
tions and events to raise the awareness of
secondary students and arouse their interest in
pursuing a career on ICT.
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A total of 20 students from different universities in Hong Kong have newly Dec
joined the NetMission Family. After going through series of trainings, these
passionate young ambassadors are now ready to carry out their mission!
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YIGF Training Camp

Feb Appointment Ceremony
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Representatives from our cross-sectors supporting organizations including
IT professionals, NGOs and other youth organizations all gathered to witness
the appointment of the 20 new NetMission Ambassadors!
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Promotion Period

SHEIHEES

Aug — Sep
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Oct Recruitment & Interviews
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ldea exchange with Youth Leaders in Asia
Pacific: Asia Pacific Next Generation 14th

Camp Seoul (APNG)

NetMission Alumni has organized a 3-day-2-night YIGF training camp for
the newbies where they pass on the torches as well as their knowledge. The
ambassadors were introduced to various Internet governance issues and
debated with a multi-stakeholder approach. The 1st class of ambassadors
was also invited to share their unique NetMission experience and path in
different conference such as UNIGF, APNG, ICANN, etc.
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Jan Digital Inclusion Day
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NetMission has partnered with the Hong Kong
Council of Social Services to organize a Fun Day for
the primary school students to educate them on
different Internet issues especially on Internet
security, privacy and digital divide, etc. This helps to
promote Internet issues to an even younger age with
games and at the same time served as an experien-
tial training for the ambassadors to practice commu-
nity engagement with respect to the stakeholder.
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Feb Training I: Advocacy, Child Online Safety
_R and Internet Security
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We are glad to have invited the founder of Against Child
Online Abuse and a Child-led organization, Kids' Dream
in Hong Kong to share their experience of on how they
advocate about policy issues and its importance. We
also had a discussion with an industry expert on
Internet Security and Stabiliy issues.
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Mar  Training Il: Youth ICANN Preparation
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With the many exciting policy dialogues upcoming
in the Pilot Youth ICANN in Beijing, a comprehen-
sive preparation is important to really empower the
youth to participate. The ambassadors were
introduced to the complicated structure and the
various issues of ICANN as the first step.
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Apr ICANN 46 Beijing
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The first time for the new ambassadors to meet people in International

conference! We will be showcasing youth participation by organizing a Pilot
Youth ICANN!
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Listening to children is not charity; it is an opportunity to learn:
1st Children Forum in ICANN

RIRZELAEARD M E2EES  HEICANNTZ ERE

D XETFBEMIM R 14EEKET—RF

APNG Camp empowers the Next Generation ICT leaders
as well as bonding and strengthening relationship among
senior leaders and the youth. The camp is divided into
different working group sessions for participants to share
their research work and exchange innovative ideas on
today’s Internet in Asia Pacific.

With the successful stories of Matthew Hui (Class
2009-2010) from a delegate becoming the Chair of
APNG Camp, NetMission has thereby sustaining our
participation in APNG. The 14th APNG Camp chaired by
Matthew was successfully held in Seoul at EWHA
Womans University with the kind support of Korealnter-
net & Security Agency (KISA). 2 of the ambassadors,
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Timothy Wu and Eric Jiang (Class 2010-2011) have
attended the camp to updates and share the youth
engagement work, for example the YIGF of NetMission
with the other participants. Other participants are so
eager to bring NetMission to their own country! In
addition to the sharing, there is also much fun to explore
the city with the local Koreans and mingle with youth
from different nationalities at the cultural night!
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ICANN advocates the diverse
participation of various stakehold-
ers, whose opinions we aim to
collect in order to construct a
better internet. DotAsia Organiza-
tion shares the same belief as we
advocate youth  participation.
Since our establishment of
“NetMission Ambassadors” in
2009, we have been proactively
supporting and motivating youth to
take part in internet discussion
conferences and forums. Not only
do we believe the original voice of
“Digital Natives” can bring in an
extra perspective into the discus-
sions, it can also inspire our youth
to serve the internet they love, as
part of the stakeholders’ effort to
construct a better internet in the
future.

With the support from DotAsia
Organization, two members from
Kids’ Dream attended the ICANN
meeting in Prague in 2012. Kids’
Dream is the first child-led organi-
zation which advocates concepts
of Children’s Rights in Hong

Kong. Children constitute one-fourth
of our global population, yet their
participation in ICANN meetings is
extremely minimal. It is reasonable
that they might feel lonely in the
conference, since the issues
discussed might not be totally within
their grasp of understanding. Yet with
their experience and confidence from
their  continual  contribution in
advocating Children’s Rights, they
believe children can contribute
effectively in discussions as long as
there is a child-friendly environment.
As the Canadian Child Commissioner
commented, “Listening to children is
not charity; it is an opportunity to
learn”. It is really worthwhile for adults
to spend time and effort in enabling
children to take part in their discus-
sions themselves, so that children can
participate at ease. Apart from nurtur-
ing future leaders, children is also a
very important stakeholder today.

The idea of building the first children’s
country / arena / territory: Seven
Children’s Forum stems from our
realization on catering children’s

special needs from children’s point of
view. After returning to Hong Kong,
the two representatives from Kids’
Dream had shared their thoughts and
ideas enthusiastically to different
organizations. Their dedicated effort
propelled the establishment of the
first children’s forum with the support
of Against Child Abuse, the Hong
Kong Committee of Children’s Rights,
NetMission Ambassadors, DotAsia
Organization and DotKids Founda-
tion. We received encouraging
feedback in more than 20 cities, yet
due to constraints in resources, there
will only be 8 teams of representa-
tives who come from Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Uganda,
Switzerland, Hong Kong and Beijing,
as they participate in the upcoming
ICANN 46 meeting in Beijing.
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